GATHERING IN GOD’S NAME

WELCOME Michael Waschevski
CALL TO WORSHIP Joshua Stewart
Our help is in the name of the Lord, maker of heaven and earth.
This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.
PRAYER OF THE DAY

All-powerful God, in Jesus Christ you turned death into life, and defeat into victory. Increase our
faith and trust in him in these anxious and uncertain days, that we may feel his strength and
peace, and be filled with hope. Amen.

HYMN 65 Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah (see end of document)

ENCOUNTERING GOD’S WORD

SCRIPTURE LESSONS
Psalm 23

The Lord is my shepherd, | shall not want. He makes me lie down in green pastures; he leads me
beside still waters; he restores my soul. He leads me in right paths for his name’s sake. Even though |
walk through the darkest valley, | fear no evil; for you are with me; your rod and your staff— they
comfort me. You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; you anoint my head with
oil; my cup overflows. Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and | shall
dwell in the house of the Lord my whole life long.

John 9.1-41

As he walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this
man or his parents, that he was born blind?” Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor his parents sinned;
he was born blind so that God’s works might be revealed in him. We must work the works of him who
sent me while it is day; night is coming when no one can work. As long as | am in the world, | am the
light of the world.” When he had said this, he spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva and
spread the mud on the man'’s eyes, saying to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent).
Then he went and washed and came back able to see.

The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar began to ask, “Is this not the man
who used to sit and beg?” Some were saying, “It is he.” Others were saying, “No, but it is someone like
him.” He kept saying, “I am the man.” But they kept asking him, “Then how were your eyes opened?” He
answered, “The man called Jesus made mud, spread it on my eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and
wash.’ Then | went and washed and received my sight.” They said to him, “Where is he?” He said, “I do
not know.”

They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. Now it was a sabbath day
when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. Then the Pharisees also began to ask him how he had
received his sight. He said to them, “He put mud on my eyes. Then | washed, and now | see.” Some of
the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not observe the sabbath.” But others said,
“How can a man who is a sinner perform such signs?” And they were divided. So they said again to the
blind man, “What do you say about him? It was your eyes he opened.” He said, “He is a prophet.” The
Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight until they called the parents of
the man who had received his sight and asked them, “Is this your son, who you say was born blind?
How then does he now see?” His parents answered, “We know that this is our son, and that he was
born blind; but we do not know how it is that now he sees, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask
him; he is of age. He will speak for himself.” His parents said this because they were afraid of the Jews;



for the Jews had already agreed that anyone who confessed Jesus to be the Messiah would be put out
of the synagogue. Therefore his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.” So for the second time they called
the man who had been blind, and they said to him, “Give glory to God! We know that this man is a
sinner.” He answered, “I do not know whether he is a sinner. One thing | do know, that though | was
blind, now [ see.” They said to him, “What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?” He answered
them, “I have told you already, and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you
also want to become his disciples?” Then they reviled him, saying, “You are his disciple, but we are
disciples of Moses. We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know
where he comes from.” The man answered, “Here is an astonishing thing! You do not know where he
comes from, and yet he opened my eyes. We know that God does not listen to sinners, but he does
listen to one who worships him and obeys his will. Never since the world began has it been heard that
anyone opened the eyes of a person born blind. If this man were not from God, he could do nothing.”
They answered him, “You were born entirely in sins, and are you trying to teach us?” And they drove
him out.

Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him, he said, “Do you believe in the
Son of Man?” He answered, “And who is he, sir? Tell me, so that | may believe in him.” Jesus said to him,
“You have seen him, and the one speaking with you is he.” He said, “Lord, | believe.” And he worshiped
him.

Jesus said, “I came into this world for judgment so that those who do not see may see, and those
who do see may become blind.” Some of the Pharisees near him heard this and said to him, “Surely we
are not blind, are we?” Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, you would not have sin. But now that you
say, ‘We see,” your sin remains.

REFLECTION
RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD

HYMN 649 Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound (verses 1, 3, 4) (see end of document)
THE APOSTLES’ CREED
| believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, his only son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day
he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father
Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed by thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive
our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

MOMENT OF SELF OFFERING
PRAYER OF DEDICATION

GOING IN GOD’S NAME

HYMN 543 God, Be the Love to Search and Keep Me (see end of document)
BENEDICTION



Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah 65
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1 Guide me, O  thou great Je - ho - vah, pil - grim through this
2 O - pen now the crys - tal foun-tain, whence the heal - ing
3 When I tread the verge of Jor-dan, bid my anx - ious
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bar - ren land. | am weak, but thou art might-y. Hold me
stream doth flow. Let the fire and cloud-y pil - lar lead me
fears sub -side. Death of death, and hell's de - struc-tion, land me
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with thy power-ful hand. Bread of heav-en, bread of heav-en,

all my jour - ney through. Strong de-liv - erer, strong de-liv - erer,
safe on Ca-naan's side. Songs of prais-es, songs of prais-es
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feedme till I want no more; feed me till I want no more.
be thou still my strength and shield; be thou still my strength and shield.
I will ev-er give to thee; I willev - er give to thee.
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Few Welsh hymns are as well known or loved as this 18th-century text that did not gain its popular tune
until the early 20th century: In both its original text and in En, tranglation, it is a stireing hymn of
pilgrimage filled with vivid imagery from Hebrew Scripture.

TEXT: William Williams, 1762; stanza 1, trans, Peter Williams, 1771; stanzas 2-3, trans. William Williams, 1772 CWM RHONDDA
MUSIC: john Hughﬂ. 1907 8787877



God, Be the Love to 543
Search and Keep Me
O Christ, Surround Me
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1 God, be the love to search and keep me; God, be the prayer to
2 Bind to my-self the Name of Ho - ly, great cloud of wit- ness-
3 Bright-ness of sun and glow of moon-light, flash - ing of light-ning,
4 Walk - ing be-hind to hem my jour - ney, go - ing a - head to
5 Christ in theeyes of all who see me, Christ in the ears that
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move my voice; God, be the strength to now up - hold me:
es en - fold; proph-ets, a - pos - tles, an - gels wit-ness:

strength of wind, depth of the sea to soil of plan-et
light my way, and from be - neath, a - bove, and all ways:
hear my voice, Christ in the hearts of all who know me:
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(0} Christ, sur-round  me; O Christ, sur-round  me.
TEXT and MUSIC: Richard Briscvoort Colligan, 2004 GREEN TYLER
Toxt and Music © 2004 This Here Music, Warddmaking. net 98955

This hymn is reprinted with permission under Onelicense.net # A-705474.



649 Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound
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1 A - maz - ing grace, how sweet the sound, that
2 "Twas  grace that taught my heart to  fear, and
3 Through man - y dan - gers, toils, and snares, I
4 The Lord has prom - ised good to me; his
5 When we've been there ten thou - sand years, bright
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saved a wretch like me! I once was lost,  but
grace ~my fears re - lieved. How pre - cious did  that
have al - read - y come. 'Tis grace  has brought me
word my hope se - cures, He will my shield and
shin - ing as the  sun, we've no less days to
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found, was blind, but now I see,
grace ap - pear the hour | first be - lieved!
safe thus  far, and grace will lead me home.
por - tion  be as long as life en - dures.
sing God's praise than when  we'd first be - gun.
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As was his custom, the author wrote this hymn to accompany his sermon on 1 Chronicles 17:16-17, preached

on January 1, 1773; he called it “Faith’s Review and
this now-familiar tune, an association that began in 1

%ﬂaﬁm' Much of its current popularity comes from

TEXT: Stanzas 1-4, John Newton, 1772; stanza 5, A Collection of Sacred Balads, 1790; Navaho, Albert Tsosie

MUSIC: Columbian Harmony, 1829; arr. Edwin O, Excell, 1910, alt
Text Phonetic Transer. Cherokee, Kiowa, Creek, and Choctaw © Oklahoma Indian Missionary Conference;
Phonetic Transce. Navaho © Albert Tsosie

Used by permission.
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